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Haturdap, December 15. 1705. 


N fome late Reviews I have been upon 
the Union of the Church, and explo- 
ding the pretended Neceffity the 

Church had upon them, either in the late 


‘Times, or Now, to make ufe of the Civil 


Power, and by that Authority to impofe 


indifferent things as Terms of Communion 


upon thofe who could not in Confcience 
comply with them. 

I cannot but note here, That if the Ne- 
ceffity will be hard to prove 5 the next ftep 
will be ye more difficult; and that is, The 
yl Jenefs , and laftly, The Expedience 
of it. We fay many things are Lawful, 
that are not convenient 3 but nothing can 
be Lawful, that is not Reafonable. 

Yremeniber that in the vabappy Times 
when Diffenters w-re pe-fecuted by the 
prepofterous Maxims cf the Court, and the 
Church made a Tool to a& a part for che 
State, and with an Unchriftian, as well as 


inconfiftent Zeal, firft drive Men to the 
Sacrament; and then refufo it them, unlefs 
they comply’d with the Ceremony of Kneels 
ing. As thefe things canfed a great ma- 
py unhappy, and, I may fay, dreadful Sa- 
craments in Emgland, where Men were, 
contrary to the exprefs Canon of the 
Church, driven to the Table, under all 
manner of open and {candalous Unfitnefs, to 
the Scandal of the Chriftian Religion, and. 
the Great Difhonour of the Church of 
England ; Things! prefume,your Lordthips 
cannot refle& on without Horrour. Having, 
eccafion to 70 Windfor with a certain Gen- 
tleman, with whom I had fome Conteft 
about the Pofture of Receiving, and the 
Coertions then in Fafhion ; It chanc’d chat 
we went together into the Chappel-Roye 
al, or St- George’s Chappel, and viewing 
the five Painting, 1 was furpriz’d to find 
that at the fame time that the Government 
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fecuted the Diffenters for not receiving 
ae Sacrament kneeling, on the Altar-piece 
of the Chappel, was reprefented our Sa- 
viour adminiftring his firft Supper, and his 
Ditciples all ficting round the Table. 

I ¢onfefs it occur'd to my mind that it was 
ftrange,with whatFace a Government could 
perfecutethe Subject for refufing to receive 
ina Pofture, which at the fame time they 
acknowledg’d thus publickly, our Saviour 
himfelf did not Praétife at the firft In- 
Inftitution; and fhowing, it my Friend, it 
ftruck him dumb as to his. Argument, 
and ‘aftonifhed him——1 know the Pofture 
is difputed ; but all allow it tobe that Po- 
fture which fuited beft with their common 


Repafts, fuited to a Feaft or Fellowhhip, © 


and therefore call’d a Communion. ~ But, 
my. Lords, the Reafonablenefs of impofing 
thefe indifferent things, as Terms of Com- 
munion, will abfolutely fink and die by 
thefe Inconfiftencies in their Circumftan- 
ces; and the Reafonablenefs being taken 
away, I think the Neceffity will foon fol- 
low: For, if it cannot be prov’d to be rea- 
fonable, it will be very difficult to make 
out the Neceflity..; . ~ 
But 1 cannot.end.it here ; Iam now a 
moft humble Petitoner to all our Brethren 
of the Church, thac the Neceffity and Rea- 
fonablénefs of thefe things being examin’d, 
they would be pleafed to proceed with the 
fame Impartiality and Serioufnefs to enquire 
into the EXPE DIENCE ot it, and 
this with refpeét both to Perfons and 
PPAMEsey cae, 
‘I ‘need not explain here the Difference 

“between the Circuniftances of the prefent 
time, and the Year 1662. I believe the Re- 
verend and Learned Divines of the Church, 
‘or atleaft many of them, have Plainnefs of 
Principle enongh to own the Inexpedience 
of the-former Junéture has fufficiently been 
syndde appear, in-the manifeft unhapy.Con- 
fequences of.it {een fince in the. terrible 
Rents, Chafms and Yocilions it has. made 
‘inthe Chriftian Unity ef the Church. ~ 

- If it is fo eafy tu prove that it was In- 
expedient then, it is much more ealy to 
prove it Inexpedient nom. 
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We afe now determin’d, and “tis happy 
for England that we are fo, that Moderatior 
ts the only Safety of the Church ; And 
what has work’d this ftrong Convi€tion or 
the Minds of the whole Nation, but the 


Experience of the fad Havock thefe Un- — 


chriftian Politicks of Coertions, Exc¢lu- 
five Laws, and Occafional Bills have made, 
both in the Church and whole Nation. 
It would be needlefs to fill chis Paper 
with the Melancholly Hiftory of the. Di 


lapidations and Invafions made upon on — 


another. here ina Nation of Chriftians 
No. Man would think, and Foreigners ar 
amaz’d, when they hear, how a Proteftan 
Nation, not long:before violently perfecu 
ted themfefves ; and by reafon of that Per 
fecution, by force rending themfelves fror 
the Roman Church, and having eftablifh’ 
a Reformation both in Doétrine and Pra 
ice, fhould ‘not among the reft of thei 
zealous Rootings up of Error, have roote: 
out that Canker of Religion, PERSECUT, 
ON. The Fury thefe Reformers turn’ 
with upon their Brethren, only becauf 
they were for making that Reformatio 
more. compleat, is wonderful and unac 
countable; and wasfuch;: That had it bee: 
told to King Edward theSixth, the Piou 
Founder of the Englifh Church; he wouk 
have Reply’d with the Affyrian Capt. to th 
Prophet, /s thy Servant a Dog, that be fhoul 
dothefe things ? 

The Imprifonments, the Fines, the Ex- 


communications, the Plunderings, the In- — 


digaities, Revilings, Silencing, Banifhing, 
and putting to Death of Difenters in Eng. 
land, only for not ‘complying with things 
ecknowledg’d indifferent, have been fuch, 
That no Nation in the World‘can parallel; 
and were the Black Hiftory to be entred 
into, it would find no Example of any 
thing like it: 

I fhall not enter into the fad Particulars 3 
I am ftill purfuing the Peace I beg for, by 
avoiding flying in the Face of ourAtagonifts 
with their worft Crimes; and therefore 1 


bury the Particulars with the unhappy 


Ators, only with this General Remark, 
That of all the Perfecutions that ever were 
for 
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_ i None was ever carried on: by fuch 
Clandeftine and !rregular Methods, 
- 2. TNone was ever begun upon fuch tri- 
ling Occafions, and for fuch Minute Dif 
erences between the perfecuted and the 
- Perfecution between Heathen and Chri- 
Htian, Atbanafian and Arrian, Papift and 
Proteftant, had fome Pretence; they were 
ppofite in Principle, ftood upon diffe. 
nt Foundations, and the Safety of one, 
Was inconfiftent with the Safety, or at: 
“leaft with the Profperity of the other; bat: 
“for Proteftants to Perfecute one another, 
‘Brethren in one and the fame Faith, built 
on one and-the fame Foundation, both Re- 
ligious and°Civil, of whom it. muft be. 
id, that one cannot fall without the o- 
‘ther 3 and: this‘ while Potent Enemies Af- 
fault them both; this is the moft Prepofte- 
rous and Unaccountable thing in the World, 
and the Church of England Reprefented in 
"our Reverend Affembly of our Convoca- 
tion, has nothing before her, but iby fome 
“Solemn A&, to conviace the World o 
 whaton all occafions I have Declar’d, and 
“which is moft certainly the Faé& 5 that this 
“was not the Genuine A& of the Church 
“of England as a. Church ; but as fhe was 
‘Corrupted, Influenc’d, and made a Tool 
of the Couit; whofe Projeéts being, as 
fince they have appear’d, bent to Deftroy, 
not Liberty oaly:but Religion ; found no 
way fo proper, as to draw the Church in- 


to this Ridiculous and inconfiftent piece of fi 


Management, contrary to her own Do- 
&rines and Principles; contrary to Reafon 
and Englifh Liberty, and contrary to the 
Principles of the Chriftian Religion in 
general. ie ee ‘ 

Thatithis .is the fam Party, who, tho 
Supprefs’'d “by -the Reévolution, yet. not 
quite Extinét ,are- fill pafbing at the 
fame thing, and ftriving to bring the 
Church of England, into the fame Extra- 
vagancies and Follies ; that the fame Arti- 
fices have been made ufe of, and the fame 
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Din which 


I fhall ors more as to‘the: particular, 
t € the fame Charity commend, 
in Concealing thefethingss only give fome 
Account of the Charity of the Difenters 
tothe Church, in not Expofing. them for 
thefé Follies, and the Unfuitable Return 
they daily receive. 

In the Reign of the Late King fames, 
May it Pleafe our Reverend Clergy to refled, 
the defign of the Court appearing bare- 
fac’d to that Popery, which it had for 
30 Years before been under-hand Contriv- 
ing; the Politicians of that Age,who knew 
well enough what Dupes they:had made of 
the Clergy-in the former Reign, and how 
they had brought them in, to Perfecute in a 
thoft Barbarous manrer, five tienes in about 
twenty five Years, their Brethren the Dij- 
fenters 5 that they might exaély Mimick 
their Mafter, and aét the True Devil ; firft 
to Tempt, and then Accufe; began to Exe 
pofe the Church for it, and the Coprt .o- 
penly took part with the Diffenters, Gran- 
ted theman Illegal Arbitrary Tolleration, 
and daily Cajoll’d them, with retortin 
upon the Church, the Barbarities thefe ha 
fnffer’d. ; 

It happen’d, that a Diffenting Minifter, 
not unknown to many of our Reverend 
Clergy of the Church, and: yet Living, 
had taken Minutes of the Sufferings of the 
Diffenters, and Depredations of the Court, 
or 1 will no more cal it tbe Church, upon 
them he had Lifts of their _Minifters and 
others in Prifons, and of thufe that Dy’d 
and were Starv’d there; of the Fines le- 
vied by Executions on their Eftates, anda 
Melancholy Hiftory it would be made. 

Pray, Gentlemen of the Church, be 
pleas’d to Remark this; the Diffenters are 
but Men, and made of the fame Flefh and 
Blood, fubje&t’ to like Pafhons with their 
Brethren; and the Regret of their former 
Treatment might be expefted, an In- 
fallible handle, to draw them in to Ee Fels 
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the Church, and fay the Matter before the 
World 5 efpecially tontidering the Truth 
of Fa& of Recent Memory, and Thou- 
{ands of Witnefles ready to Atteft, befides 
the Guilt in the Adverfe Party, ready, to 
join with the Accufation, and impofe Si- 
ee upon the Perfonss 

Now Iam to fuppofe this Gentleman 
fent to by the Government, Entreated by 
the Party, and at. laft, Tempted by a 
Large Reward, tamake this Publick, for 
fothey were, and to Expofe the Church 
by it ; for they knew that a Change of Per- 
fecution would Expofe any Church, much 
lefs upon fuch Trivial Grounds as they 
had. 

Now would our Brethren confider, 
with, what Injuftice are the Diffenters 
Tax’d with Defigns againft the Church ? 
Did this Gentleman take the Advantage: 
Or was he Tender of the Church ? even 
fo much asof her Reputation; J boat for 
bim, tho’ he is abfolucely a Strangér to me, 
and knows not of this Papers i fay I boait 
forhim and for the Diffenters, in bim: he 
Scorn’d the Temptation, he refus’d the 
Entreaters, Rejected the Rewards, and 
toki“them, he would not fo far Affift them 
to Pull Downthe Church of England, or 
to that Effe2; in fhort, he refus'd, either 
to Publifh his Memorandum, or fo much 
as to fhow them the Colleétion he had 
made, or to give them the leaft Opportu- 
nity to do it for themfelves ; and this 
purely, ashe forefaw the real Defign of the 
Parcy to Pull Down the Church, which he 
as a FeHow Proteftant, as well as a Diffenter, 
bad more Sence, Honour, and Chrittianity 
than to join in. 

Ineed not Appeal, to Mr. Feremy White 
for the Truth of this; I hope I have not 
wrong’d him inthe Particulars; if I have, 
on his Notice P20 dohim Right; but I Ap- 
peal for the Truth of it, to thofe moft Re- 
verend Members of your Aflembly, who 
with others lately Dead, gave Mr. White 


Parts; as for sbofe Gentlemen, choca 
yet for Infinuating, that the Dj are 
Dangerous to the Church; I refer them ta 
this Example, and let them fhow us a like 
Inftance of their Moderation if theycan, 
Idoubt not, but thefe things have had — 
their due weight with that part of che Nati=- 
on,thac have given fo Glorious a Teftimony, 
to the Safety of the. Churche———=Can _ 
the Church bein Danger frem Men, Who 
whea they could have Injur’d Her, would 
not.Prepofterous Jealoufies ! for fhame Gene 
tlemen, Ict’s have no more of this Ridi- 
diculous Sruff brought upon the Stage, _ 
oe 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Books Sold by ¥. Wale at the Angel in 
St, Pawi’s Church-yard. 
P Hermann Paradifus Baravus, few Defcriptio ra~ 
_* riarum Plantarum, cum fig. 4to. C. Comelimt 
preludia Botanica, ad publicas Plawtarum exoticas 
rum demonftrutiones dia in borto medico 4fo. 
Blandcardi Lex.con medicum novum in Qvo. Schro- 
deri Pharmac opaia, Baghy: praxis medica. Rammay- 
ginus de morbis artificum di Pechlinus de 
pwgantium Medicamentorum facultatibus exerci 
tatio nova. Cranens Occonomia Animalis. : 
bami praxis Medica. Zypai fundamenta Medicina 
Guilielminus de Sanguine. | 
A Brief but plain Explication of the Church 
Catechifm. Defigned for the Ufe of the 
Scholars in Merchant-Taylors-Scbool, and of the 
Children Educated in chrift’s-Hofpital; thofe 
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particularly which are brought up in the 
Grammar-School thereunto belonging. By 
Tho, Cook, A. M. Lecturer of the United Pa- 


rifhes of St. Margarcr Pattons, and St. Gabriel 
Fenchurch, and Chaplain to his Grace James 
Duke of Ormond, London, Printed for J. Wale 
at the Angel in St. Paul's Church-Yard. 1706. 
Price 3d, or 20s. a Hundred. 
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